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Our Mission:

Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council is dedicated to connecting families,
child care providers, and the business community in reaching the common goal of quality
child care for all children.
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INTRODUCTION

Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council (SCCCCC) is pleased to present this report
detailing the state of child in Schuyler County for the calendar year of 2010. This report
represents a snap shot in time due to the constantly changing environment. For example, data
presented regarding the number of child care programs and capacity for each, changes on a
regular basis. This is due, in part, to the opening and closing of programs for various reasons.

Schuyler County, by population, is the second smallest county in New York State. It consists of
eight townships, four villages, is spread out over 329 square miles, and has a population of
18,896.* Due to the vast expanse of the county, and the lack of any cities, parents are traveling
greater distances every day for their jobs, thus extending the child care hours on a daily basis.
Child care is an ongoing concern.

There is an increasing need for quality, affordable child care for children due to the growing
number of two worker and single parent households. The need for affordable infant and toddler,
back-up and non-traditional hours care is particularly acute through the county, including night
care for the children of shift workers. Schuyler County no longer has an active child care center,
which reduces parent’s options for types of care, and also reduces the number of child care slots.

SCCCCC has begun a rigorous 2 year process to obtain the status of “NACCRRA Quality
Assured” through the national Association of Child Care Resource and referral Agencies
(NACCRRA). This requires a complete evaluation, revision and creation of system that will
ensure parents, providers, businesses, and community member receive the highest standards of

Services.
*U.S. Census Bureau. http://factfinder.census.gov/
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SCHUYLER COUNTY DEMOGRAPHICS

Schuyler
County
Population
Estimate is
18,896 up
from 8,888 in
2008.

http://factfinder.census.qgov
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Schuyler County Family Data

e The average household size is 2.41 people.*
e The annual median family income is $44,575 up from $44,408
(2008). *
e There are 2,178 families with children under age 18. These
families are composed up of:
o Married couple 1,650
o Male - no wife present 231
o Female — no husband present 297*
e Among the 15,447 people age 16 and over, 59.1% are in the
workforce. This includes 4,390 (56.6%) women.*
e Among the 1,043 families with children under age six, 680
(65.2%) have both parents in the labor force.*
e Among the 2,960 families with children age 6 to seventeen,
2,009 (67.9%) have both parents in the labor force.*

*http://factfinder.census.gov/home/saff/main.html? _lang=en
**http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/CO-EST2009-01.html
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http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/CO-EST2009-01.html
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TYPES OF CHILD CARE

REGISTERED OR LICENSED CARE

A Family Day Care (FDC) home is a residence in which child day care is provided on a regular
basis, for more than three hours per day, per child, for 3 to 8 children, for compensation or
otherwise. A family day care home may provide care for children six weeks until age 13. In
Schuyler County, FDC programs are coordinated through Schuyler County Child Care
Coordinating Council.

A Group Family Day Care (GFDC) is a residence in which child day care is provided on a
regular basis, for more than three hours per day, per child, for 7 to 16 children, for compensation
or otherwise. Such home must be operated by a provider and have at least one assistant present
during the hours that care is provided. A GFDC may provide care for children six weeks until
age 13. In Schuyler County, GFDC programs are licensed through the Rochester Regional Office
of Children and Family Services.

A Child Day Care Center (Center) means a program or facility which is not a residence, in
which child day care is provided on a regular basis, to more than six children, for more than three
hours per day, per child, for compensation or otherwise. A child day care center may provide
care for children six weeks until age 13. In Schuyler County, centers are licensed through the
Rochester Regional Office of Children and Family Services.

A School-age Child Care (SACC) program means a program or facility which is not a
residence in which child day care is provided to an enrolled group of seven or more children
under 13 years of age during the school year before and/or after the period such children are
ordinarily in school or during school lunch periods. School-age child care programs also may
provide care during school holidays and those periods of the year in which school is not in
session, including summer vacation. Such programs must operate consistent with the local school
calendar. In Schuyler County, SACC programs are coordinated through Schuyler County Child
Care Coordinating Council.

Head Start is a federally funded comprehensive program for three-to-five year old children from
income eligible families. All services are provided at no cost to the families. Head Start centers
typically provide part-day services and operate on a school calendar. Head Start Programs
operating for more than three hours a day must be licensed by the New York State Office of
Children and Family Services. In Schuyler County, Head Start is licensed through the Rochester
Regional Office of Children and Family Services.

Universal Pre-Kindergarten is a state funded public school pre-kindergarten program. In
Schuyler County Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) is located in public schools. Additionally,
the public schools contract with Head Start providing one classroom in the Human Services
Complex. UPK is supervised by the New York State Education Department.

LEGALLY-EXEMPT (LE) CARE

Legally-Exempt Family Child Care is provided in the caregiver’s residence or another
residence that is not the child’s residence. LE care is not regulated and caregivers are not
required to attend training. This care is provided either for non-related persons or for relatives
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within the third degree of kinship plus no more than 2 children who are not related to the
caregiver. If care is provided for both related and unrelated children, no more than 2 may be
unrelated and no more than 8 children may be in care at any one time. Caregivers receiving
payment from the subsidy program must meet State requirements and must enroll through
Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council.

Legally-Exempt In-Home Child Care is provided in the child’s own home for only the children
living in the home. LE care is not regulated and caregivers are not required to attend training.
The child’s parent or guardian is required to pay minimum wage and withhold taxes from the
caregiver who is considered an employee of the parents. The families who employ in-home
providers are responsible for withholding and paying employer and employee taxes. Caregivers
receiving payment from the subsidy program must meet State requirements and must enroll
through Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council.

LEGALLY EXEMPT GROUP CHILD CARE

Nursery School/Pre-School Programs serve children 3 to 5 years of age. Programs are open for
three or fewer hours per session. Nursery and Pre-Schools may voluntarily register with the New
York State Department of Education. If a program operates for more than three hours per
session, it is legally considered a day care center and must be licensed by the New York State
Office of Children and Family Services.

ILLEGAL CHILD CARE

According to Social Services Law 390 any person who cares for more than 2 children not related
to the caregiver, in a home other than the children’s home, for more than 3 hours per day, must
be registered or licensed.
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DEMAND FOR CHILD CARE

ESTIMATED NUMBER OF CHILDREN NEEDING CHILD CARE

According to the U.S. Census Bureau 2005-2009 American Community Survey 5-Year
Estimates report for Schuyler County, there are:

e 833 children under age 5

e 1,043 children between age 5 and 9

e an estimated 638 children between the age 10 to 12

These statistics indicate a potential demand of 2514 children needing child care.

U.S. Census Bureau. http://factfinder.census.gov/

CHILD CARE REFERRALS

Families contact SCCCCC for information and referral to child care programs. Data is collected
to determine family needs and to gather statistics regarding unmet needs. The chart below is a
comparison of referral data gathered for the past four years.

2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010

Total Requests for Child Care (by Family) 178 | 175 | 132 | 131
Age of Children

0 — 11 months 30 20 33 33
12 — 23 months 41 38 25 29
24 — 35 months 32 24 24 25
3 —4 years 44 39 31 26
5 years 20 12 12 3
6 - 12 years 70 79 34 27
Data not available 31 29 21 14
Total Children Served 268 | 241 | 180 | 157
Type of Care Requested (by Child)

Child Care Center 92 50 44 36
Family Child Care 245 | 215 | 156 | 144
Group Family Child Care 232 | 217 | 151 | 139
Pre-School Program 0 7 7 8
School-Age Program 5 4 2 16
Legally Exempt/In-Home 56 63 48 31
Day Camp 0 1 2 2
Universal Pre-K/Pre-K 0 0 4 22
Nursery School 0 0 16 22
Special Education 0 2 0 0
Head Start/Early Head Start 0 0 4 6
Vacation Holiday 0 0 2 16
Eligible for Subsidy (by Children)

Eligible 111 | 104 | 67 73
Not eligible 52 59 59 54

Did not indicate 105 78 54 30



http://factfinder.census.gov/

9|Page

Family Composition

Single Parent - - - 63
Two Parent - - - 64
Foster/Guardian - - - 1
Did not answer - - - 3
Schedule of Care

Full time - - - 130
Part time - - - 18
Both - - - 9
Non-Traditional Hours/Schedule

Drop-In 5 5 6 16
Temp/Emergency 0 4 9 13
Before School 8 4 14 18
After School 31 21 31 28
Rotating 9 12 10 12
Evening 18 12 10 9
Weekend 12 17 27 14
Overnight 2 2 0 2
Request for Special Services

Medication Administration/Special care needs 0 2 5 4
Developmental/Educ. Disability 0 2 2 11
Gifted 0 1 0 0
Sign Language 0 0 2 5
Other 12 8 6 6

CHILD CARE SUPPLY

The following pages report data regarding available child care slots throughout Schuyler County.
The first table includes number of slots by program type. The following three tables, detail care
by location, type and shift. The last table indicates slots for Universal Pre-Kindergarten by
school district.

The information below is based upon records collected March 1, 2011. Data is obtained from
resource and referral information instead of state licensing records because the information
provides a more accurate count of the number of children that providers wish to enroll as
opposed to the number allowed. Providers maintain frequent communication with SCCCCC and
provide regular updates of the unfilled slots in their programs. In addition, it should be noted that
many providers prefer to care for fewer children than they are approved to serve or choose not to
care for specific age groups such as infants or school-agers.

The data regarding available child care slots does not include inactive programs that are
presently not caring for children. Currently there are two inactive programs consisting of two
family child care homes.
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CHILD CARE SLOTS BY PROGRAM TYPE AND AGE

Type of Care # of Slots for Infants Slots for Slots for School- TOTAL
Providers (birth —2) Pre-School Age SLOTS
(3-5) (6-12)
2009 | 2010 2009 2010 2009 | 2010 | 2009 2010 2009 | 2010
Family Child Care 23 25 45 41 67 83 46 46 163 170
Group Family 13 8 50 32 64 64 24 24 150 120
Child Care
Head Start 1 1 0 0 96 96 0 0 96 96
Child Care Center 0 1 0 0 0 30 0 0 0 30
School-Age Child 1 1 0 0 0 0 55 150 55 150
Care
(over age 10)
TOTAL 38 36 95 73 249 | 273 125 220 469 566
(Source: Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council. Figures as of March 1, 2010)
CHILD CARE SLOTS BY PROGRAM TYPE AND LOCATION
Available Child Care Slots by Location: Day Shift
Town Type of Care # of Infants Pre-School School-Age
Providers | (birth—2) (3-5) (6-12)
Alpine Family Child Care 2 4 6 4
Group Family Child Care 0
Beaver Dams Family Child Care 4 4 13 6
Group Family Child Care 0
Burdett Family Child Care 0
Group Family Child Care 1 4 8 4
Cayuta Family Child Care 0
Group Family Child Care 0
Hector Family Child Care 0
Group Family Child Care 0
Mecklenburg Family Child Care 0
Group Family Child Care 0
Monterey Family Child Care 0
Group Family Child Care 0
Montour Falls Family Child Care 5 10 19 10
Group Family Child Care 1 4 8 2
Head Start 1 0 96 0
Schuyler Nursery School 1 0 30 0
Odessa Family Child Care 5 10 17 10
Group Family Child Care 3 12 24 12
Reading Family Child Care 0
Center Group Family Child Care 0
Trumansburg Family Child Care 4 6 17 8
Group Family Child Care 0
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Tyrone Family Child Care 0
Group Family Child Care 0
Valois Family Child Care 0
Group Family Child Care 0
Watkins Glen Family Child Care 4 5 8 4
Group Family Child Care 3 12 24 8
School-Age Child Care 1 0 0 150
Wayne Family Child Care 1 2 3 2
Group Family Child Care 0
TOTAL 36 73 273 220
(Source: Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council. Figures as of March 1, 2011)
Available Child Care Slots by Location: Evening/Second Shift
Town Type of Care # of Infants Pre- School-
Providers (birth - 2) School Age
(3-5) (6-12)
Alpine Family Child Care 1 2 3 2
Group Family Child Care 0
Burdett Family Child Care 0
Group Family Child Care 1 4 8 4
Trumansburg Family Child Care 1 2 4 2
Group Family Child Care 0
TOTAL 3 8 15 8

(Source: Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council. Figures as of March 1, 2011)

Effective March 1, 2011 there is no overnight/thirds shift care available in registered or licensed

programs.

Available Child Care Slots by Type and Location: Weekends

Town Type of Care # of Infants Pre- School-
Providers (birth —2) School Age
(3-5) (6-12)
Alpine Family Child Care 1 2 3 2
Group Family Child Care 0
Montour Falls Family Child Care 1 2 4 2
Group Family Child Care 0
Trumansburg Family Child Care 1 2 4 2
Group Family Child Care 0
TOTAL Family Child Care 3 6 11 6

(Source: Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council. Figures as of March 1, 2011)
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OTHER TYPES OF CHILD CARE PROGRAMS

LEGALLY EXEMPT CHILD CARE

As of March 1, 2011, there are 64 subsidy enrolled Legally Exempt In-Home or Family Child
Care Homes. There is no way to know the number of legally exempt caregivers serving families
who do not receive assistance paying for child care through the subsidy program. Only subsidy

eligible caregivers are required to enroll through SCCCCC.

UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN SLOTS

School District | 2009 - 2010 | 2010 - 2011
Bradford 11 18
Odessa 19 19

Watkins Glen 57 57
TOTAL 87 94

Source: School Report Card. https://www.nystart.gov/publicweb/Home.do?year=2008
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/upk/documents/2010.11UPKAllocations.postedversion.pdf

As shown in the preceding information there is a disproportionate supply of infant care and
preschool care in Schuyler County. Infant slots continue to decrease, currently at 73; while
preschool slots continue to increase, currently at 367, which includes registered and licensed day

cares and Universal Prekindergarten Programs.



https://www.nystart.gov/publicweb/Home.do?year=2008
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/upk/documents/2010.11UPKAllocations.postedversion.pdf
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CHILD CARE KEEPS FAMILIES WORKING

Businesses have a vested interest in child care for employees. Work-family programs and
policies are smart investments in their current and future workforces. Benefits include improved
employee recruitment and retention, increased productivity and loyalty. These important results
feed directly into a company's bottom line. Without this important infrastructure service,
employers would be hard pressed to have the skilled, reliable work force that they need to be

successful.

MAJOR EMPLOYERS IN SCHUYLER COUNTY

2009 2010
BMS Manufacturing 46* 47**
Bradford Central School 75 75
Camp Monterey 140* 101
Cargill, Inc. 100* 96**
Falls Home 58* 50
Glen Harbor Hotel Not provided 65**
NYS Fire Academy 190* 36 full-time;
200 periodically
Odessa-Montour Central School | 160 146
District
Parmenter 66* 60
Schuyler ARC 168* 150
Schuyler County 286 259
Schuyler Hospital 449* 453**
U.S. Salt Company 132* 122**
Wagner Hardwoods 112 39**
Wal-Mart 294* 330**
Watkins Glen Central School | 200 215
District
Watkins Glen International 40 86**
Welliver Maguire 230* 77** seasonal fluctuation

* Source: Southern Tier Regional Planning and Development Board, Schuyler County New York Economic Profile 2008, web:

www.stcplanning.org
** Source: Southern Tier Regional Planning and Development Board, Schuyler County New York Economic Profile 2010, web:

www.stcplanning.org

A child with a quality early learning experience is:

e 30% more likely to graduate high school.
e 200% more likely to go to college.
o 40% less likely to need remedial services.

[T~



http://www.stcplanning.org/
http://www.stcplanning.org/
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BUSINESS LEADERS SPEAK OUT ABOUT CHILD CARE

Two Weeks: The average working parent misses nearly two weeks of work each year
because of child care problems. A report by Cornell University pegs the cost to companies at
$3 billion a year. Yet, when quality early care programs are available, businesses report less
absenteeism and turnover, while enjoying greater worker retention and productivity.

Corning Child Care Center: At Corning, Inc. executives discovered the attrition rate for
female employees was twice that of men — and child care was often the culprit. They built a
$3.5 million world-class on-site child care facility and estimate they save close to that
amount annually by retaining quality employees and improving productivity.

Birth to Five is a Critical Learning Period: Over the past decade, research has shown that
75% of a child’s brain growth occurs before age five. And children who attend quality early
learning programs are twice as likely to attend college.

Child Care Improves employee recruitment: The Childcare Partnership Project found that
85% of employer have improved employee recruitment by providing child care services.

The return on investment is strong: For every dollar spent on child care we see back from
four to seven dollars; from reduced spending for remedial services to increased earnings.
Brain Growth Occurs before age 5: Research has shown that 75% of a child’s brain growth
occurs before age five. Birth to age five is a critical learning period.

Recognizing New York State’s limited resources, the business leaders call for rigorous
accountability and directing funds to early childhood programs with a proven track record of
Success.

The video is being distributed to political candidates across New York State as well as state and local business groups. Created by Winning
Beginning NYthe statewide early childhood education coalition, in association with the Committee for Economic Developmeht United Way
of New York Stafand A me r i ¢ a thesvideR wagfended by Birth to Five Policy Alliance
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/index.php



http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
http://www.winningbeginningny.org/video/
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FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF CHILD CARE

FAMILY INCOME

According to the 2005-2009 American Community Survey in Schuyler County, 10 percent of
people were in poverty. Twelve percent of related children under 18 were below the poverty
level, compared with 6 percent of people 65 years old and over. Eight percent of all families and
29 percent of families with a female householder and no husband present had incomes below the
poverty level.

Poverty Rates in Schuyler County, Hew York in 2005-2009

People age 65 and
over 5%

Related children

under 18 years 12%

All families 8%
Female

householder e L
families

Families or people

| L L | LILELIL | LI L | LILELIL | LI I | | LI L | LILELIL I LILELIL | LILILILI | LILELIL |
I 10 20 30 41 &0 &0 70 B0 40 100
Percent below poverty level

Source: American Community Survey, 2005-2009

STATEWIDE COST OF CHILD CARE

According to the National Association of Child Care resource and Referral Agencies
(NACCRRA):

New York State ranks:

e Number 1 as the least affordable child care for a school-age child in a center
e Number 2 as the least affordable child care for a 4 year old in a child care center
e Number 2 as the least affordable child care for an infant in a child care center.

The average annual fees for full-time child care in Schuyler County for:

e An infant in a family child care home is $7,280; compared to the state average of $10,187
e A 4 year old in a family child care home is $7,020; compared to the state average of
$9,474
e A school-age child in family child care is $5,200; compared to the state average of
$9,240 *
* Before and after school only
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SCHUYLER COUNTY COSTS: MARKET RATES

Child care market rates are determined through surveys of child care programs conducted by
New York State. The surveys are intended to determine the average cost of child care in each
county. The fees listed in the chart are the maximum amount the subsidy program will pay for
the care indicated. Providers may charge any amount to a parent not enrolled in the subsidy
program as long as it is not less than the amount charged to subsidy for eligible children. If
providers choose to charge less than the market rate, they will be paid the lesser rate by the
subsidy program.

In the following chart, the local DSS Market rates are noted for full-time care. Granted not all
children are considered under full-time status, it is worthy to note that 30 hours in care
constitutes the rate for the corresponding age. For the vast number of children in the county, the
full time rates do apply. An exception to the standard full-time status lies upon the school age
children. Many times children in this age bracket are enrolled in only before and after school.
Thus, their hours are billed in hourly rate increments. Currently the hourly market rates for a
school age child can extend up to $6.25 per hour.

Schuyler County Market Rates
Effective October 2010 — September 2011

Age of Child
Modality Under 1% YearsOld | 1% -2 3-5 6-12
Years Old Years Old Years Old

Center-Based

Weekly $180 $171 $160 $150
Family Day Care

Weekly $140 $139 $135 $130
Group Family Day Care

Weekly $150 $145 $140 $140
Registered School Age Care

Weekly $150
Legally Exempt & $91 $90 $88 $85
In-Home Care

Enhanced rate* Enhanced rate* | Enhanced rate* | Enhanced rate*
Weekly $98 $97 $95 $91

* Enhanced rate is paid when a Legally Exempt Provider has obtained at least 10 hours of training.
Source: New York State Office of Children and Family Services,
http://imww.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/stateplan/Attachment%203.2.1%20Market%20Rates%20rev.pdf
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CONTROLLING THE COST

Child care programs are doing what they can to keep costs affordable to families. To make the
economics work, they need to cover costs of operating a center or family child care while
charging rates that families in the community can afford. This is a challenge.

Like many service industries, about 80% of the cost in a child care program is for payroll and
related expenses. The major way to control the budget is to control salaries. However, despite the
tremendous responsibilities child care providers assume, child care remains one of the lowest
paying professional fields. The federal minimum wage for covered nonexempt employees is
$7.25 per hour, and the average income for a full-time child care worker is $9.70/hour.

NACCRRA. (Aug 2010). Parents and the High Cost of Child Care 2010 Update.

FINANCIAL SUPPORTS: CHILD CARE SUBSIDY PROGRAM

In Schuyler County, the child care subsidy program is administered by the local Department of
Social Services through allocated monies from state funds. The subsidy allowances are income
based per family and many times result in a family share amount. Families earning below 200%
of poverty may be eligible for financial assistance to help pay for child care.

Subsidy Eligibility Guidelines
Family Size Annual Income
$ 21,780
$29,140
$36,620
$44,100
$51,580
$59,060
$66,540
$74,020

OINOO|OTHD|IWIN -

(Source: New York State Office of Children and Family Services)
http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/plans/earlyApproval/Schulyer%20APU%2008-09.pdf)

AN
4 N

In Schuyler County 89 families with 139 children

currently participate in the subsidy program. Last
year, referral calls were received from families with
73 children eligible for child care subsidies.

N /
e

Data obtained March 2011.


http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/main/childcare/plans/earlyApproval/Schulyer%20APU%2008-09.pdf
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REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council (SCCCCC) is the registering office for
Family Day Care (FDC) and School-Age Child Care (SACC) programs in Schuyler County.
SCCCCC also provides enrollment services to legally exempt (LE) caregivers caring for children
whose subsidy is paid for by the Schuyler County Department of Social Services. The Rochester
Regional Office is the licensing office for Group Family Day Care (GFDC) and Child Care
Centers throughout the region.

Once a program has been licensed, registered, or enrolled to provide legally exempt care, the
provider is responsible for maintaining compliance in accordance to the New York State laws
and applicable child care regulations. Inspections are conducted through announced and
unannounced visits.

Collaboratively, during the 2010 calendar year, the total number of inspections to regulated child
care programs was 116. Out of these visits, there have been 31 instances of noncompliance.
However, through technical assistance, training and guidance all regulatory concerns have since
been corrected.

2010 CHANGES IN LAW AND REGULATION

CHILD DAY CARE REGULATION CHANGES

Four Year Licenses and Registrations:

OCFS may now renew licenses and registrations for up to four years, as long as the provider
remains in substantial compliance with law and regulation. All day care licenses/registrations
periods will be assessed for the four-year licensing and registration term at your program’s next
renewal cycle. All programs must be in compliance with regulations before renewing their
registration/license.

School-age Child Care Training:
The law removes the requirement that staff from school-age child care programs receive training
in shaken baby syndrome.

Group Family Day Care (GFDC):

1. GFDC providers may now care for up to 16 children. The 16 children consist of 12
children of any age and up to four additional school-age children. Prior to approval,
an inspection is conducted to determine the programs space and ability to care for the
additional children.

2. A group family child care provider may now care for up to 8 children by
his/herself provided that at least two of the children are of school-age and no more
than two of the children are under the age of two.

3. There must be one approved assistant present when child care is provided to seven
ormore children when none of the children in care are school-age or nine or more
children when at least two children in care are school-age. One caretaker per every
two children under the age of two is still the requirement.

Family Day Care (FDC):
1. FDC providers may care for up to 8 children. The 8 children consist of 6 children of any
age and 2 school-age children. The change adds one toddler/pre-schooler when an infant
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is in care. Prior to approval, an inspection is conducted to determine the programs space
and ability to care for the additional child.

2. FDC providers may now care for more than two children under the age of two, only if
there is at least one caregiver for each two children under the age of two. The FDC
provider must have an approved Assistant.

Waivers:
Existing waiver to care for more than 2 children under the age of 2 will be evaluated in light of
the new law. No new waivers will be granted.

SS LAw 390 CHANGES

CPR and First Aid:

On August 13, 2010 a law was passed that requires all child care providers to have at least one
employee who holds a valid certificate in cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and first aid on
the premise of the child care program during the program’s operating hours. In addition,
substitutes for family day care providers also need to be trained in CPR and First Aid when
supervising children in the absence of a provider and alternate provider. This law goes into
effect on December 11, 2010.

Pesticide Application:
A new law, effective November 14, 2010, prohibits all pesticide applications to the day care
center’s playgrounds, turf and playing fields unless approved by the Health Department.

Fines:

The law expands the list of violations for which the OCFS may seek a fine regardless of
whether the provider corrects the violation. The list is commonly known as the list of “non-
rectifiable wolations.” The law expanded the list to include the following violations for
which the OCFS may seek a sanctionn for an initial violation:

I. A provider, assistant, employee, volunteer, or household member who:injures a child in
care; unreasonably fails to obtain necessary medical attention for a child; or uses corporal
punishment againt a child; or

ii. A provider, assistant, employee, or volunteer who:fails to report suspected child
abuse and maltreatment when required to do so; orsubmits forged documents to OCFS.

Minimum Periods of Disqualification from Reapplying:

The law prohibits the issuance of a license or registration to a child day care provider
whose license or registration was revoked or terminated during the previous two years, unless
the OCFS determines that licensure or registration would not jeopardize the health, safety or
welfare of children for whom care would be provided. This prohibition also app lies to a child
care program that is fined on two separate occasions for operating without a required license
or registration and a program that is facing enforcement action and surrenders its license or
registration in order to avoid ssuspension, revocation, or termination.

AMANDA’S LAW CHANGES

Carbon Monoxide Detectors:
In order to comply with the Amanda’s Law, effective Feb 22, 2010, a minimum of one
carbon monoxide detector must be installed in every home where there is a carbon monoxide
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source. Because the areas used for napping in Family Day Care and Group Family Day Care are
often not on the floor where the provider’s family sleeps, one unit needs to be installed on each
floor of the residence on which there is either a sleeping area or carbon monoxide source.

PROGRAM SUPPORTS

WHY QUALITY MATTERS:

Evidence from human development and neuroscience research makes a very strong argument
that the early years of a child's life, from the prenatal period onward, when the brain is
developing and growing faster than any other time, are critical and set the stage for all of later
learning and adult functioning (Center on the Developing Child, 2007). Our general
understanding of how young children learn has also increased exponentially over the past
decade. For example, we now know that a baby's interactions with humans and the environment
shape the brain's architecture and that positive and nurturing early relationships develop healthy
well-functioning brains that guide human beings as learners.

LINK TO SCHOOL READINESS

CHILDREN SCORE HIGHER ON TESTS WHEN CHILD CARE MEETS PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

Children attending child care centers that meet professional standards for quality score higher on
school readiness and language tests and have fewer behavioral problems than their peers in
centers not meeting such standards, according to a study appearing in the July issue of the
American Journal of Public Health

The investigation was conducted by researchers affiliated with the National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development (NICHD) study of early child care. The study, initiated by the
NICHD and conducted by investigators at the NICHD and 14 universities around the country,
has enrolled more than 1,216 children and their families from 10 locations throughout the United
States.

"These findings show that concrete standards of quality--which parents and policy makers can

evaluate--make a difference in children’s development," said NICHD Director Duane Alexander,
MD.

Each state has authored its own set of child care regulations. Because these vary considerably
from state to state, the authors looked to professional guidelines established in 1992 by the
American Public Health Association (APHA) and the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).
Specifically, the guidelines recommend child/staff ratios (3:1 for infants, 4:1 for two-year olds,
7:1 for three-year olds), group sizes (either 6 infants, or 8 two-year olds, or 14 three-year olds)
and for teacher training (some post secondary training in child development and early childhood
education or a related field).

Results from the NICHD study of early child care show that the average school readiness
percentile score for children in classes meeting none of the recommendations was 36 (14
percentiles below the norm of 50), versus 52 for children in classes meeting all of the guidelines.
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For language comprehension, the authors noted that children who attended child care facilities
not meeting any recommended standards achieved lower-than-average scores (96, when the
norm is 100). Meeting all of the guidelines was associated with above-average scores (105).

Mothers whose children attended the facilities that did not meet the guidelines rated their
children as having more behavior problems than did the mothers whose children attended
facilities that met all the guidelines.

The researchers also looked at each guideline individually to determine its effect on children’s
development. The study found that children fared better when child-staff ratios were lower, and
also when teachers had more training and education. For example, children in centers where care
givers met the standards for education scored in the 51st percentile (about average) on school
readiness, while children in centers where care givers did not meet these standards scored in the
39th percentile. Group size did not appear to affect children’s development.

Most of the child care settings studied did not meet all the standards. Compliance ranged from 10
percent for infant classrooms, to 34 percent for 3-year olds.

Of the 50 sets of state child care regulations, only three were found to meet the APHA/AAP
recommended child/staff ratio for toddlers. In addition, only nine states regulations met the
teacher training standards for infants.

Few prior studies have examined the effects of child care standards on children’s development.
The NICHD study examined a greater number of centers and observed a greater number of
children than did any of these previous studies.

The researchers studied 250 children in center care who were enrolled in the study when they
were 1 month of age and observed through 36 months of age for this report. These are part the
larger group of children who have been studied by the NICHD research team since 1991. The
children in the NICHD study of early child care are currently in second grade, and study
investigators plan to follow them as they grow older.

National Institute of Child Health and Human Development. Children Score Higher On Tests When Child Care Meets
Professional Standardbitp://www.nichd.nih.gov/news/releases/daycr992.cfm

QUALITYSTARSNY

QUALITYstarsNY is a quality improvement and recognition system. It is designed to recognize
programs that demonstrate quality above and beyond meeting New York's strong regulatory
standards. An effective Quality Rating and Improvement System, whether for center-based or
family-based programs, rests on the foundation of a state's regulatory system. New York ranked
2nd among the fifty states, the District of Columbia and the Department of Defense, on both
standards and oversight for centers and ranked 21st on standards and oversight for small family
child care homes. QUALITYstarsNY will be designed to improve quality and provide supports
such as technical assistance and professional development. While we now have a greater
appreciation of the importance of the early years, we currently do not have a system that
adequately ensures that early childhood programs are of high quality and that public and private
investment in early care and education is used effectively.
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In 2010, New York State conducted a field test of the QUALITYstarsNY system. This field test
will provide data to guide decisions necessary for statewide implementation of
QUALITYstarsNY. The field test investigated the design of QUALITYstarsNY as it has been
developed so far and will help shape how the system will be implemented. Most importantly, the
field test will determine whether the standards effectively distinguish levels of quality in all types
of early learning settings

Although the QUALITYstarsNY initiative is currently a voluntary program, SCCCCC is
encouraging each program to actively participate in this beneficial initiative. SCCCCC also
provides supports to child care programs in preparation for QUALITYstarsNY. Services include:

e Conduct program evaluations using a selection of validated rating scales and assessment
tools

e Assist providers in developing quality improvement goals

e Offer onsite intensive technical assistance to meet identified goals

e Assist providers in developing professional development plans

http://qualitystarsny.org/

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

All child care providers and assistants working in registered and licensed child programs must
complete at least 30 hours of training during each two year period. Each of the following topic
areas must be addressed:

e Principles of childhood development, including the appropriate supervision of children,
meeting the needs of children enrolled in the program with physical or emotional
challenges and behavior management and discipline

Nutrition and health needs of children

Child day care program development

Safety and security procedures, including communication between parents and staff
Business record maintenance and management

Child abuse and maltreatment identification and prevention

Statutes and regulations pertaining to child day care

Statutes and regulations pertaining to child abuse and maltreatment

Education and prevention of shaken baby syndrome.

Source: New York State Office of Children and Family Services Child Day Care Regulations
At Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council we encourage professional development

beyond these minimum requirements in order to provide high quality programs for children and
families.

During 2010, Schuyler County Child Care Coordinated Council provided 87 hours of
professional development in group training programs. These trainings were given to 67 different
child care professionals.

Professional development is also provided directly in the child care setting. This opportunity
occurs through intensive technical assistance (ITA). In 2010, 71 ITA visits were completed at 30
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different child care sites. In the next year, SCCCCC plans to formalize this program to include a
variety of assessment tools with pre and post assessments and follow-up monitoring.

As a brief overview, the chart below summarizes the educational level currently attained by
providers working in registered and licensed programs in Schuyler County.

Masters
Bachelors Degree
) Degree 4%
Associates 7%

Degree

BN
High School
Diploma
82%

Highest Level of Educatior

CHILD ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM

SCCCCC administers the Child Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) through the New York State
Department of Health (NYSDOH). The program provides reimbursement for meals served to
children in child care programs. “The main goal of this program is to insure that children in
participating child care centers and family child care homes receive healthful meals and snacks
and child care providers receive training in nutrition. Children and providers learn about food
and healthy eating” (New York State Department of Health).

In accordance with the NYSDOH guidelines registered, licensed, and enrolled legally exempt
family child care providers are eligible to participate in CACFP. As of December 2010 there
were 32 Legally Exempt, 8 Group Family, and 25 Family Child Care programs eligible to
participate in the program. Unfortunately, at the current time in Schuyler County, there are only
18 child care programs participating in CACFP. It is a goal of SCCCCC that this number will
increase as we inform the public, families, and providers of this indispensible program.

INFANT TODDLER INITIATIVE

As a member of the Region Il Infant Toddler Network, SCCCCC employs an Infant Toddler
Specialist who works directly with the Regional Infant Toddler Coordinator to provide services
for this important age group.

The Infant Toddler Initiative, funded by the New York State Office of Children and Family
Services, works to support and enhance care for infants, toddlers and their families in child care
centers, family and group family child care homes, and the community at large.

Services include:
e Information on best practices on infant and toddler care
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Technical assistance for child care providers serving infants and toddlers
Assistance to parents of infants and toddlers

Training workshops

Mentoring and guidance

Lending library of reference materials specific to infant and toddler needs
Answering questions and concerns form providers, families and the community

WHERE ARE THE CHILDREN?

The chart below details the percentage of children receiving child care subsidies in each type of
care. While 58% of children statewide are in registered or licensed child care, 42% are in legally
exempt care.

Number of Children in New York State Receiving Child Care Subsidies by Type of Care

FFY FFY FFY
Type of Care 2009 2010 2009 FFY 2010
Family Day Care 19,981 19,432 9% 9%
Group Family Day Care 29,497 34,811 14% 16%
Day Care Center 67,639 70,664 32% 33%
Licensed and Registered Total 117,117 | 124,907 |56% 58%
Legally Exempt In Home-Relative 18,713 18,557 9% 9%
Legally Exempt In Home-Non-Relative 14,136 13,446 7% 6%
Legally Exempt Family-Relative 23,179 21,876 11% 10%
Legally Exempt Family-Non-Relative 31,878 29,536 15% 14%
Legally Exempt Group Care 5,753 8,399 3% 4%
Legally Exempt Total 93,659 91,814 44% 42%
Total 210,776 | 216,721 | 100% 100%

NOTE: Totals refer to the annual unduplicated number of children receiving subsidy, regardless of how many months in the year
that they receive subsidy (i.e., a child is counted once if he or she receives subsidy for one day or for all 12 months).
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2010 CHILD CARE SURVEY RESULTS

Below is the compilation of data obtained from surveys conducted in late 2010.

The majority of respondents require child care to work. Several factors emerged as clear areas of
concern. Care is difficult to find for infants, sick children, during non-traditional hours, and on
weekends. Additionally it was noted that care after 5:00pm was hard to find.

The identified geographical targeted areas of Hector, Reading Center, Beaver Dams, Burdett, and
Tyrone do not have adequate accessible care as requested by families. To attend care in these
settings, parents need to travel and often transportation is a concern. It is important to note that
according to the NACCRRAaware data statistics for Schuyler County, 80% of requests desire
child care near their home.

Another barrier to finding child care in Schuyler County is care for sick children. Situations such
as these can be problematic for parents and guardians. A child's illness is often mentioned as one
of the most common reasons for parents to miss work. If a child is seriously ill, most parents will
chose to stay home to provide care. If children are "mildly ill,” they may not require parental
care. However, family child care homes may chose not to care for mildly ill children in an effort
to avoid infecting other children in their care. Many programs in Schuyler County are approved
to care for well children rather than mildly ill children for just this reason. It is also a challenge
that only 4 providers are authorized to administer medications. As a result of the limited number
of facilities that offer care for sick children, this type of care is hard to find and yet is an
invaluable resource to parents who rely exclusively on non-parental care to maintain
employment and other commitments.

FAMILY SURVEY

Comments written on surveys reveal some general themes. When choosing a child care program
parents seek:

Care that accommaodates flexible work schedules.

Educational activities

Supportive, caring, loving caregivers.

Safe environments.

Healthy meals and meals provided by the program.

Flexible care to meet the child’s needs. One parent referred to the ability to use cloth
diapers.

e Affordable cost.

Survey respondents frequently commented regarding the cost of child care. They seek a “good
price” when selecting care and often choose a program based upon the lower cost. They
sometimes sacrifice the quality they desire for a price they can afford. Persons eligible for the
subsidy program expressed their gratitude for the assistance while those who are over the income
levels express their need for assistance.
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CONCLUSIONS

This Child Care Needs Assessment updates the previous needs assessment prepared by Schuyler
County Child Care Coordinating Council. This document is intended to provide child care
professionals, families, elected and public officials, and child advocates with a profile of the
current status of child care in Schuyler County.

GAPS

The following were identified as concerns and gaps in the current child care situation.

Insufficient slots in registered or licensed care during evenings and weekends.

Lack of care for mildly ill children which impacts parents’ ability to maintain
employment and businesses ability to retain employees.

Disproportionate number of infant slots. While the lack of infant care remains a concern,
the number of infant slots continues to decrease.

The two child care centers in the County serve only pre-school age children. This limits
the choices for parents with infants. In addition, parents with more than one child may be
forced to transport them to two different programs in an effort to provide a pre-school
opportunity to the older child and child care to the infant.

The cost of registered or licensed child care can consume much of a family’s earnings at
the medium family income level. In Schuyler County, the median family income is
$44,575 and a family of four making less than $44,100 may quality for subsidy. The
difference of $475 may preclude a family from receiving assistance from the subsidy
program.

Loss of public funds to assist in start up costs for new child care businesses, while the
cost to start a child care program have increased.

Programs previously approved to administer medications are choosing not to renew their
certification. They cite the reasons as the amount of paperwork and the lack of parental
requests to administer medications.
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RESOURCES

Catholic Charities. 21% Century Program http://www.cs-cc.org/index.php/programs-and-services/9-youth-
services/38-schuyler-after-school-programs-

Economic Opportunity Program. http://www.cseop.org/default.htm

National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies (NACCRRA). Research and Data Reports.
http://www.naccrra.org/

New York State Department of Health. Child Adult Care Food ProgramCACFP.
http://www.health.state.ny.us/prevention/nutrition/cacfp/index.htm

New York State Department of Health. Vital Statistics http://www.health.state.ny.us/nysdoh/vital_statistics/

New York State Office of Children and Family Services. www.ocfs.state.ny.us
The Anne E. Casey Foundation. KIDScount Data Centehttp://datacenter.kidscount.org/

QUALITYstarsNY. http://earlychildhood.org/QSNY/index.cfm

School Report Cards. https://www.nystart.gov/publicweb/Home.do?year=2008

Southern Tier Regional Planning and Development Board, Schuyler County New York Economicofie 2008
www.stcplanning.org

U.S. Census Bureau. Schuyler County, New Yorkttp://www.census.gov/

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. National Child Care Information Center (NCCIC)
http://www.nccic.org/poptopics/statistics.pdf

U.S. Department of Labor. Bureau of Labor Statistics. http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/famee.pdf

This report was written by Schuyler County Child Care Coordinating Council, Inc.
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